SIR CHAPTER 169 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES   Date  5/9/2023

CALL TO ORDER:   Big SIR, Jim Hiney called the meeting to order at 10:05 am 

ATTENDING: Ed Dorn; Duane Evans; Jim Forden; Ted Fox; Jim Hiney; Bernie Hollenbeck; Bob Large; Nick Lopez; Luis Rodriquez; Ernie Sopp; Emmaruez Contino; Douglas Nowlin; Paul Dean; John Eleazprian

INTRODUCTION OF Guests: a

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: MSC as submitted 

BIG SIR:  Jim Hiney  1) Expressed a bit of pride in how the Merger Subcommittee was able to accomplish in a relatively short period of time, what had been considered and had been a source of frustration for a number of members over at least a 3 or 4 year period.  He projected that the merger would inject new vitality into our organization and thanked everyone who had been involved in the extended, but successful effort. 2) Initiated a discussion regarding the approach to be taken in the merging of funds of the incoming chapters with those now held by the existing Chapter 169.  After a brief discussion of the issues associated with this matter, and in consideration of the alternatives developed by the ad hoc Merger subcommittee  MSC to apply the Chapter 175 and 179 account balances to fund the luncheon costs and dues of the incoming members for the remainder of the 2023. 3) Big SIR thanked the Board for addressing the questions posed by the State SIR President : a) Should women be eligible for membership in SIR.  To this question, the 169 Board voted unanimously to reject the idea of allowing women to join our chapter.  b)The second question posed by State SIR,was whether our chapter would want to disallow other chapters from admitting women as members.  In response to this question, the consensus of the Board is that other chapters should be permitted to make their own decisions regarding this issue.  It would not be of concern to our chapter if others chose to admit women as members. Subsequently, at our last luncheon, the questions were posed to the general membership of the Chapter.  The Board’s position on these issues was unanimously endorsed by the general membership by a voiced vote.  At today’s Board meeting, the representatives of 175 and 179 equally supported the position taken by the 169 Board at its last meeting.

LITTLE SIR: Ernie Sopp reported that our scheduled speaker for today was Fresno County District Attorney, Lisa Smittcamp. She will not be able to attend the luncheon, but has arranged for Fresno Police Chief Paco Balderrama, to take her place.  Ms. Smittcamp will be included in our program schedule next year.

SECRETARY REPORT:  Two additional emails have been received from SIR President, David Gonzales:  One detailing how the State tech staff have revised the format of the reports required of the chapters, to facilitate completion and response.  A second explaining that some cards ordered for the use by chapters in the recruitment of new members, were received with a coating which could not be written on.  A replacement order has been initiated to correct this problem.

TREASURY REPORT:  Nick Lopez reported that after addressing the costs and receipts associated with the April luncheon; and a minor amount of administrative costs, there is a balance of $4,162.14 (including Petty Cash) in the Chapter 169 Treasury. MSC to approve the Treasury Report as submitted.

ACTIVITIES:  1) Ed Dorn reported that the SIR 169 Golf Championship is in progress and that any of the 175 and 179 golfers who have been playing in our weekly outings will be eligible to compete for the Championship trophy. 2) Regarding the dining out activities, Ed explained that all three of the chapters have active dining out groups and these will continue to exist, as the current participants wish to do so.

[bookmark: _Hlk508719057]MEMBERSHIP:  Jim Hiney reported that he has no new applications. Mario Jaimes,who the 169 Board approved for induction at the last meeting, will not be here today. He will be inducted at the June luncheon.

SUNSHINE REPORT: 1). Sunshine Chairman, Bernie Hollenbeck, reported that he had talked with the wife of Tom Blowers, a member of 169 for over 20 years. Tom is dealing with significant health issues which might prevent his return to active membership in our Chapter. Bernie has not received any additional news that there are Members who are having problems, At least two members continue to be providing support to their ailing wives. 2) Bernie observed that with the merger, there work will have to be done to involve additional members as callers.

OLD BUSINESS:  Big SIR, Jim Hiney announced that: WE WILL BE RETURNING TO PARDINIS FOR THE JUNE MEETING!! The Board will meet at 10:00 am, with a social time at 11:30, and lunch at noon.

NEW BUSINESS: Big SIR, Jim Hiney reminded that work needs to go forth in the development of a 2024 slate of candidates for the Chapter 169 leadership positions. There will be some of the positions for which incumbents will continue, including the Big SIR.  It would seem most appropriate if candidates for the Little SIR position were chosen from either 175 or 179, to solidify the merger. A call will need to go out for candidates to fill some of the other posts, with the plan to submit a slate to the current BIG SIR  in August, for presentation to  the membership 

ADJOURNMENT:  11:46 am 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Jim Forden, Secretary

	










